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Salisbury High School – School Counseling Department
Ms. Bunting A-F		           Ms. Morgan G-O		             Mr. Griffith P-Z
2020/2021 Senior Information 

So, you’re finally a senior! What now?
	Congrats! You made it! You’re a SENIOR! So…what now? Do you have a plan? Not sure yet? No worries, we compiled a list of actions you should complete this year to help out: 
1) Make a list of colleges that you’re considering. Don’t leave any out!
2) Meet with your counselor to discuss your list of colleges. Your counselor might make college recommendations, too. 
3) Do you have a resume? If not—MAKE ONE! Resumes are great if you ever need someone to write you a letter of recommendation. Make sure to give a copy of your resume to the people writing your letters!
4) Make a list of recommenders email addresses. If you need a letter of recommendation, the letter will be sent electronically and you will need the recommenders email address.
5) Finally—it’s time to take those entrance exams! Sign up to take the SAT and/or ACT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! If you need help, check out the bulletin board outside the Ms. Morgan’s office (1st floor) or speak with your counselor. 

So, you want to apply for college…but how?
	You’ve made your list of colleges (maybe even checked it twice), talked to your counselor, and taken the SAT and/or ACT….the time has finally come to apply for college. Sounds scary? Don’t worry, we’re here to help! Here are some tips to consider when applying for college!
1) Some colleges require you to apply on their website. Some colleges require a paper and pencil application. Research the schools you’re interested in and fill the application out. Hint: 99% of college applications can be found on either www.cfnc.org or www.commonapp.org 
2) Most college applications require the applicant to write one or more essays. If you write an essay for an application, MAKE SURE you have someone PROOFREAD AND EDIT it for you! 
3) Does the college you’re applying to need your SAT and/or ACT scores? You MUST send them using the websites below:
If you took the SAT, use www.collegeboard.org
If you took the ACT, use www.actstudent.org
4) [bookmark: _GoBack]Get copies of your transcripts! You can get a copy of your transcripts in 2 ways:
- Ask Mrs. Hippert (the guidance secretary in the main office) to print your transcripts for you.
-Ask your counselor to print your transcripts for you.
5) MAKE SURE you keep track of when you send your transcripts to your colleges of choice!
6) Lastly, if you need your counselor to fill out any forms for your application, make sure to give the form to your counselor at least 2-3 weeks in advanced! We are very busy individuals!

So, you need a recommendation letter from a teacher, how do you get that?
	So, your college is requiring you to have recommendation letter(s) from a teacher. Please don’t ask for this letter from your teacher the DAY before it’s due! Follow these tips, instead:
1) Make sure to complete all the information that you can on the form before giving it to your teacher to fill out. Their time is valuable, too!
2) Meet with your teacher first and ask if they are willing to write the letter for you. Don’t assume they will write one!
3) If your teacher has to use a form to write the letter, make sure to give them the form with an addressed and stamped envelope so they can send the letter easily. Also, make sure to give them a copy of your resume so they can see all the awesome things you’ve accomplished!
4) Make sure the teacher knows when the letter is due…and PLEASE do not give them the info the day before it’s due. That is rude!
5) Be sure to write your teacher a thank you note for completing your recommendation letter for you!

So, you’ve applied and you’re waiting to hear back. How long will that be?
	You’ve filled out all forms, gotten all recommendation letters sent, written all the essays, how long before you hear back about your acceptance or declination? Here are some guidelines:
1) Most colleges will let you know how long it will take to hear back about your application. If you’re unsure, check on the college’s admissions website. In general, it takes about 4-6 weeks to hear back about an admissions decision. 
2) YAY! YOU GOT ACCEPTED! Make sure your counselor has a copy of your acceptance letter. Your counselor will keep a record of this so that we can give you recognition on our website!

Two more important things to mention…
1) NCAA Eligibility: If you plan on playing a sport in college, you MUST register on the NCAA Eligibility Center website. That site is www.eligibilitycenter.org. If you have any questions about this, contact Ms. Morgan.
2) Don’t forget about SCHOLARSHIPS! This is free money! There are lots of scholarships students can apply for at Salisbury High School. Check the school counseling website for information about scholarships. If you have any questions, contact Ms. Morgan.

I, ______________________________________ (Student name), met with my school counselor on _____________________ (date) and I understand the following:

-  The classes that I am required to pass before I graduate.
-   If I have credit recovery, I must complete this ASAP! If I have questions or get stuck on Edmentum, I will contact my counselor. 
-  How to find scholarships.
-  How to send my transcripts.
-  I know where to find the Salisbury High School Counseling website:          	WeAreSalisburyHScounseling.weebly.com
-  I should turn in my college acceptance letter(s) to my counselor to “officially” be recognized. 
-  If I plan to play a sport in college, I must sign up with the NCAA Eligibility Center online.
-  I must stay informed, listen to announcements, and regularly check the Salisbury High School Counseling website. 


_______________________________________      __________________
Student Signature			   date


_______________________________________     ___________________
 Counselor Signature			   date


Ms. Bunting: buntingjl@rss.k12.nc.us
Ms. Morgan: taylorfm@rss.k12.nc.us
Ms. Griffith: griffithmd@rss.k12.nc.us

Notes:



Required classes left to graduate:

Post high school plans:

Major:

Military:

Other:
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